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The Honorable William Casey, Director
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Bill:

I would appreciate your advice on the accuracy of
Jack Anderson's December 14 column in The Washington Post
entitled "Lack of Funds is Hampering U.S. Intelligence. 1
hope you will remember my offers to you to assist in whatever
increases in the C.I.A intelligence collection budget that
you believe may be necessary this year. The leak to Jack
Anderson is extremely damaging, it appears to me, but
perhaps it will galvanize additional support if you need
it for this budget year.

-
armest Personal Regards,

”

n‘{Lill/\/
Orrin G. Hatch
OGH:mpa United States Senator
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n- the trieky b’uaineks of cs-
1age, the United States has. or
~id have, a1 encrmous advantage
¢ the Soviat Uxion: cur superior
:nuir;b
The mfelhgence-cohectmg devices
» have positioned around the world -
i 1 sp'we are far ahead of any-
sing the Soviets have in that line.
Sm U.S. intelligence gathering
< heen falling behind the Soviets’
-+ une simple, inexcusable reason:
- of funds.
the result of this false economy
recent afministiations, particn-
“v the Ix’rp Carter White
'5 is that olrr intelligence yan-
be L'“ewd'vﬁx} blind'in a few
s, groping he‘p'm'v for informa-
s on Soviet miitary activity”
“he degrading of our intelligence
y is a shocking problam
1 to ba tatked ahout.
i v'n:- when hundreds of bil-
being spent on mi thtary
;. womue of it of dubious val-
Lomukes no sense to pinch pen-

: .E?.‘%?‘

. ray

. l-.' \ FEPIERLEN'S Spe°S
Lo the technological u_.te.s thit
A el our leaders where these

few weapors can best he

Yet it is precisely the 1a:
ue‘**n‘xcal ;:,athﬂrrz" nf "n‘a!

pitt the pmgrams in :ﬁv*m’dv
always easier to cut hudgets B areas
the public can't see.

In fairness, it shouid he pointed
out that the Reagan administration
has increased spending for technical
intellizence. But some CIA, sources

argua t‘mt it’s still not enough.

A top-sacrat review hy
sight group issues this t-,mve warning
about one sophisticated information-
collection system: “The failure of a
single launch in the early to mid-
19203 could negate all of our ¢apa-
hility for [that syntem] for a pro-
tracted pericd of time.”

As “for the space shuttle,
which some spy satellites are
launched, the report added that “a
failure of the space shuttle could ke
disastrous for the entire technical
w*ef""ence collaction etfort.”

Whe's to Blame? The review savs
the mmr‘tmq systems ware “grossly
uzzéerzmded during the Carter vears
as continuadion of budget curs ini-
.sued during the Ferd administra-
tion.”

Until the CIA's budzet increase
under President Reagan, the ageney
Wi apendm? only sbout 31 billicn a
year on tech ncal collection, an
amaunt the cm::z.“.w"t describes sim-
ply as "not adequate.”

In 1977, President (‘.iv”‘ hatred
production of the hest sateidits sys-
temn Lor high- )iwt)h"&* 1 "hu i, ex-

d\ over-

som

sy
ERe

=

sruirpd })i‘*u() Lo ‘)t‘us.:.i.,..uu{‘
a x\l I m 3 faw wiuch =atellitex r-main”

in inventory. In another area. toor
sensitive  to  detail here; Carrer

geonomies left the CIA able t make
only one launch per year through’
10‘4»' The result will be a five- to
six-month interval when the United
States will be blind.

Only two high-altitude telemetry’
m!!::&x, which pick up Soviet com-’
munications, are in operation, and’
“hoth are dving,” the oversizht re-

visw warns.
An 'Zmp:uved version of a fuurth
spv-oxtellite system is being pre-

po~o for a 19385 launch. but the CIA
atu‘.",: warns: “Any prohiem in the
space shuttle could prevent the
launch of the improved system on.
sthadule; and since there is o hacky
up whatscever, the United States
con d be « nmpietely blinded with ne
overhead photoreconnaizsance capa--
bility at a!! in the mid- 19307
The report, a copy of which w
tal :'.ed '\\" ray Aass \N{P Dale \.,.
ta, emphas ’*"d that "all satellites
N 700 new sysiem st e ‘: or the:
{nited States will be bhind’ __—
‘Noting that “ground and sea col-

!:u\.x stations “are grosshy m‘u-

quate” as well, the report conciodes
thot t"w onlv wav o "eath up ter
lesses™ in owr intelhgence-colicition
aosenad trow 19T o EOR0 S -
fand firease of S bilBan foe the
propran throagh 19830 Sorse of the
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